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d} Bees sustain biodiversity, landscapes and food systems of

® Healthy ecosystems create attractive destinations

‘»

g Rural communities need new sustainable opportunltleS' |

" .

what if a bee
could
change a

destination?
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Connecting
) Beekeepers
& Local producers
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i B¥® Tourism businesses
O Gastronomy actors
® Natural landscapes

& %3 Rural communities
Outcomes

« New visitor
-~ experiences

. 14 Increased visibility of
rural areas

‘& Support to local SMEs
« Stronger
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Chamber of
Commerce &
Industry

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
INDUSTRY & AGRICULTURE
ZAHLE & BEKAA



bringing together

e Beekeepers

e Tourism operators

e SMEs

e Food producers

e | ocal authorities

e Chambers of Commerce

e Civil society organisations

Impact

&> Stronger local value
chains

4 New partnerships

@ Shared destination
development

&> Rural revitalisation



BEE

VISIBLE



The Challenge

Many outstanding
rural experiences
remain invisible.

The Solution
Influencer visits,
Travel storytelling,

Digital content
creation

@ Promotion of ’
hidden destinations
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Lesson Learned:

People do not
travel to see
projects.

People travel to
experience
stories.
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Learn About Bees in Odou Village
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Step Into Hlstory at the Bee & Embroidery Museum in Kato Drys

08 Oct Visiting Cyprus



Building on MedBEESinessHubs

d} Bee-Branded Regional Clusters

B 6 Regional Apitourism Offices
Expansion of HoneyBeeRoutes

€ Sustainable Beekeeping Training

{3 Honey Gastronomy & HORECA Actions
MED Queen Bee Initiative

O\

=] Tailored Services for Bee Entrepreneurs

= oanlerreg -

NEXT MED

Co-funded by
the European Union



Why This Model Matters for the Mediterranean
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Why This Model Matters for the Mediterranean
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.« Social Innovation
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'« Territorial Innovationf

« Governance Innovation:

[ Traditional knowledge

b Small producers' B

@ Local communltles"
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« Technological Innovation/
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THERE IS NO PLAN B
FOR THE PLANET

ONLY
PLANBELE.



Thank you for your attention
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Demetra Palaonda - Cyprus Chamber of Commerce & Industry



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Demetra Palaonda / demetrap@ccci.org.cy

Cyprus Chamber of Commerce & Industry
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