
MedBEESinessHubs & PLANBEE

Bee-Based Experiences for Sustainable Rural Tourism



Tourism transition in the Mediterranean

🐝 Bees sustain biodiversity, landscapes and food systems

🌿 Healthy ecosystems create attractive destinations

🏡 Rural communities need new sustainable opportunities

✈️ Can bees become ambassadors of sustainable tourism?



Tourism transition in the Mediterranean

🍯 Honey tasting and local gastronomy

🐝 Visits to apiaries and beekeeping experiences

🌸 Discovery of local flora and biodiversity

🏞️ Exploration of authentic rural landscapes

👨‍🌾 Direct interaction with local producers
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Connecting

🐝 Beekeepers

🥖 Local producers

🏨 Tourism businesses

🍽️ Gastronomy actors

🌿 Natural landscapes

🏘️ Rural communities
Outcomes

✔ New visitor 
experiences

✔ Increased visibility of 
rural areas

✔ Support to local SMEs

✔ Stronger 
environmental awareness
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Sustainable Tourism Cannot Be Built in Silos
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bringing together

• Beekeepers

• Tourism operators

• SMEs

• Food producers

• Local authorities

• Chambers of Commerce

• Civil society organisations

Impact

🤝 Stronger local value 
chains

📈 New partnerships

🌍 Shared destination 
development

🏡 Rural revitalisation
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Making Rural Destinations Visible
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The Challenge

Many outstanding 
rural experiences 
remain invisible.

The Solution

📱 Influencer visits

🎥 Travel storytelling

📸 Digital content 
creation

🌍 Promotion of 
hidden destinations



Tourism transition in the Mediterranean

Lesson Learned:

People do not 
travel to see 
projects.

People travel to 
experience 
stories.
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Building on MedBEESinessHubs

🐝 Bee-Branded Regional Clusters

🏢 6 Regional Apitourism Offices

🛣 Expansion of HoneyBeeRoutes

🎓 Sustainable Beekeeping Training

🍽️ Honey Gastronomy & HORECA Actions

👩MED Queen Bee Initiative

💼 Tailored Services for Bee Entrepreneurs

PLANBEE: Scaling Up the Bee Economy
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Why This Model Matters for the Mediterranean
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Why This Model Matters for the Mediterranean

Innovation

✔ Social Innovation

✔ Territorial Innovation

✔ Governance Innovation

✔ Technological Innovation

Replicable Across the 
Region

🌿 Biodiversity

🏞️ Rural landscapes

🍯 Local products

📖 Traditional knowledge

👨‍🌾 Small producers

🏘️ Local communities
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By protecting pollinators, empowering local
entrepreneurs and strengthening rural communities,
tourism becomes a force for regeneration and positive
change.

There is no Plan B for the planet.

There is only PLANBEE.
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Thank you for your attention

Follow us
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